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SUPPORT UKRAINE
Please consider donating to the work of the Olena Zelenska 
Foundation, either by following the link below or scanning one of 
the QR codes around the building. 

The Olena Zelenska Foundation is a Ukrainian charitable 
foundation founded by the First Lady of Ukraine in September 
2022 as a direct response to the full-scale invasion. Its main goal 
is the restoration of the human capital of Ukraine, as well as the 
reconstruction of medical and educational institutions. Your 
donations will support the Foundation’s many projects, including 
the creation of educational spaces for long-term paediatric 
patients in hospitals, and the building of bomb shelters for schools 
in Ukraine. 

Find out more about the work of the Foundation and donate here: 
https://zelenskafoundation.org/en   

PROGRAMME

Bucha. Lacrimosa
by  VICTORIA VITA POLEVÁ 

Bucha. Lacrimosa was written in response to the terrible atrocities 
committed by Russian armed forces that took place in Bucha in 
spring 2022. Of the piece, Polevá says: “After seeing the atrocious 
acts and crimes committed in those photographs, I burned with 
despair and my world changed forever. I started writing Bucha. 
Lacrimosa to survive. Bucha’s ashes strike my heart.” 

Symphony No. 9 in D minor
by LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra’s performance version of 
Schiller’s great poem “Ode to Joy,” sung by the soloists and 
chorus in Ukrainian, and captured in the recent Deutsche 
Grammophon recording, follows in the tradition of another 
remarkable cultural and historical gesture. On Christmas Day 
1989, just weeks after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Leonard Bernstein 
conducted Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in the city and made 
one important change to the text. Bernstein altered Schiller’s 
opening word “Freude” (Joy) to “Freiheit” (Freedom) and in so 
doing defined a moment of hope in German, and world, history. 
In making her performance version, the orchestra’s founder and 
conductor, Keri-Lynn Wilson, working with her Ukrainian musical 
colleague Ievgeniia Iermachkova, changed “Freude” to “Slava” 
(Glory), from the phrase that has become familiar around the 
world as the rallying call of Ukrainian resistance in the face of 
ruthless Russian aggression, Slava Ukraini! (Glory to Ukraine!).  

The orchestra’s performances of the new performance version 
were the first time the symphony’s text had been presented in 
translation outside of Ukraine. A concert in Warsaw, the occasion 
of the Deutsche Grammophon recording, was followed by a 
performance in Berlin on Ukrainian Independence Day, August 24, 
2023. The orchestra and soloists were joined by 40 singers made 
up of Ukrainian refugees and other residents in Berlin. The concert 
was attended by the Federal President of Germany, Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, in a public show of support for Ukraine’s fight for its 
freedom. Wilson subsequently took this version of the symphony 
back to Ukraine and performed it in Lviv in December 2023 with 
Lviv National Opera. 
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UKRAINIAN FREEDOM 
ORCHESTRA 

The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra was formed in 2022 by 
Canadian-Ukrainian conductor Keri-Lynn Wilson in direct 
response to Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. Working in 
collaboration with the Metropolitan Opera in New York, the 
Polish National Opera in Warsaw and the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Culture, Maestro Wilson brought together an ensemble 
composed of leading Ukrainian musicians from inside the 
embattled country, as well as recent refugees and Ukrainian 
members of European orchestras. Its explicit mission was to 
defend Ukraine’s cultural legacy as the country fights for its 
freedom. It has been under the patronage of Ukraine’s First 
Lady Olena Zelenska since 2023. 

The orchestra’s summer tours have included some of 
the most prestigious venues across Europe and the 
United States such as the BBC Proms and the Barbican in 
London, the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Hamburg’s 
Elbphilharmonie, Lincoln Center in New York City and the 
Kennedy Center in Washington DC. This year’s tour sees 
them perform at some of the great cathedrals and concert 
halls on both sides of the Atlantic as well as a special 
concert in the Polish shipyard that was instrumental in the 
birth of the Solidarity movement. The Ukrainian Freedom 
Orchestra is proud to have showcased contemporary 
Ukrainian composers alongside the greats of the wider 
European musical tradition and has enjoyed a rapturous 
and emotional public response, critical acclaim and 
unprecedented media attention for an artistic venture of 
this kind.

SONGS FOR UKRAINE CHORUS
The Royal Opera House’s Songs for Ukraine Chorus was 
established in spring 2023 in response to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. Made up of 160 Ukrainian people, a majority 
of  whom have been displaced by the war, the Chorus 
celebrates Ukrainian culture and resilience. The Chorus are 
proud to donate their time and effort in support of Ukraine, 
its people, cultural heritage and artistic development, and 
members range from seasoned professional singers to 
people taking part in a classical music concert for the first 
time.  

 Formed as part of the Royal Opera House’s Creative 
Exchange programme, the Songs for Ukraine Chorus, 
performing alongside members of the Royal Opera Chorus, 
demonstrate the power of music to inspire hope and 
solidarity. Appearances to date have included a Christmas 
concert at Bradford Cathedral and concerts at the Royal 
Opera House, the US Embassy Commemoration Gala at 
the Palace Theatre, and media features both nationally and 
internationally on CNN, BBC Radio 3 and ITV. 



TRANSLATION
Adapted from the translation by  MYKOLA LUKASH

Ukrainian
Соло баритона 
О друзі, ці марні звуки!
краще заспіваємо разом
радісніше.
І благовісніше!

Слава! Слава!
Слава, гарна іскро Божа!
Несказанно любо нам
Увійти, царице гожа,
В твій пресвітлий дивний храм.
  

Хор та солісти 
Все, що строго ділить мода,
В’яжеш ти одним вузлом,
Розцвітає згода братня 
Під благим твоїм крилом.

Cолісти
Кого доля ощастила
Тим, що другові він друг,
Кого любить лада мила,
Йдіть до нас в веселий круг.
Йдіть усі, хто зве своєю
В світі душу хоч одну!
Хто ж весь вік черствів душею -
Йди у іншу сторону!

Хор  
Йдіть усі, хто зве своєю 
В світі душу хоч одну! 
Хто ж весь вік черствів душею –
Йди у іншу сторону.

Cолісти
Славу п’ють усі істоти 
З груді матері-землі,
Ті солодкії щедроти 
мають всі – і добрі, й злі.
Слава нас вином сп’яняє
І цілунком огневим; 
І черв’як утіху знає, 
І небесний херувим.

Хор  
Слава нас вином сп’яняє
І цілунком огневим;
І черв’як утіху знає,
І небесний херувим.
І небесний херувим, херувим.
В раю! В раю!

Соло тенора та чоловічий хор  
Так у безмірі світила
Хором райдужним пливуть.
Браття, йдіть у славну путь,
Що вам радість освятила.

Браття, йдіть у славну путь
Що вам радість освятила.

English
Baritone Solo
Oh friends, these futile sounds!

Let’s sing together more joyfully.

And it’s sweeter!

Glory! Glory, glory, beautiful

divine spark!

Inexpressibly dear to us,

To enter, fitting queen,

into your bright and wondrous

temple.  

Chorus and Soloists
All that fashion strictly divides,

you bind with one knot;

blooms yearly the brotherhood

under your benevolent wing.

Soloists
Those whom fate has favoured, by

having a friend be a friend,

Those whom love’s kind embrace

cherishes, come join our joyful

circle,

Come all, who call their soul their

own in this world!

But whoever has grown embittered

in spirit, go the other way!

Chorus
Come all who call even one soul their 

own in this world!

But whoever has hardened their soul 

throughout their life, go the other 

way.

Soloists
All creatures from the bosom of

Mother Earth drink in glory.

Those sweet gifts belong to all,

the good and the evil; glory

intoxicates us like wine,

and with a fiery kiss; even the

worm knows delight, and the

heavenly cherub.  

Chorus  
Glory intoxicates us like wine, 

and with a fiery kiss; 

even the worm knows delight, 

and not the raging cherubim. 

And heavenly cherubim, cherubim, 

in paradise! in paradise! 

Tenor Solo and Male Chorus  
Yes, yes, yes, the boundless stars float 

like boundless lights together, 

paradise mighty floats. 

Brothers, go on the glorious path, 

brothers, go on the glorious path, 

that joy has sanctified for you, has 

sanctified for you. 

Brothers, go on the glorious path, 

brothers, go on the glorious path, 

that joy has sanctified for you, has 

sanctified for you. 

Brothers, go on the glorious path. 

Brothers, go on the glorious path 

that joy has sanctified for you, 

that has consecrated you, 

joy, joy that has sanctified you. 

Chorus
Glory, beautiful divine spark! 

We are inexplicably fond 

to enter, fitting queen, 

into your bright and wondrous 

temple. 

All that fashion strictly divides, 

you bind with one knot; 

blooms the harmony of 

brotherhood 

under your benevolent wing. 

All that fashion strictly divides, 

you bind with one knot; 

blooms the harmony of 

brotherhood 

under your benevolent wing. 

Embrace millions, 

kiss each other like brothers! 

Eternal, Father of Kindness, 

give us your grace and protection! 

Have millions bowed, 

or felt the presence of God in the world? 

Fill hearts with mercy! 

And enact His laws. !

Glory, beautiful divine spark! 

Inexpressibly dear to us, 

to enter, fitting queen, 

into your bright and wondrous 

temple. 

Glory! Glory! 

Embrace millions, 

kiss each other like brothers! 

Millions have bowed, 

Have they felt God’s presence in 

the world? 

Fill hearts with mercy. 

And fulfill His law! Brothers! 

Brothers, seek the Lord, 

under the starry sky, 

seek our Creator. 

Soloists   
Glory, beautiful divine spark! 

All that fashion strictly divides, 

All that fashion strictly divides, 

You bind with one knot 

All that is strict, all that is strict. 

 
All that fashion 

strictly divides, 

You bind with a knot. 

Blooms the harmony of 

brotherhood 

under your benevolent wing.  

Chorus
Embrace millions, 

kiss each other like brothers! 

Not just like brothers! 

Brothers! Under the starry sky, 

seek our Creator, 

Glory, glory beautiful divine spark 

beautiful divine spark! 

Inexpressibly dear to us! 

Glory beautiful divine spark 

divine spark! 

Хор   
Слава гарна, іскро Божа!
Несказанно любо нам
Увійти, ца рице гожа,
В твій пресвітлий дивний храм.

Все, що строго ділить мода,
В’яжеш ти одним вузлом,
Розцвітає згода братня
Під благим твоїм крилом.

Обнімітесь, мільйони,
Поцілуйтесь, мов брати!
Вічний Отче доброти,
Дай нам ласки й охорони!
Ви вклонились, мільйони?
Чи відчули Бога світ?
Сповніть милістю серця
І чиніть його закони!
Слава, гарна іскро Божа,
Несказанно любо нам
Увійти, царице гожа,
В твій пресвітлий дивний храм.

Слава! Слава!
Обнімітесь, мільйони,
поцілуйтесь мов брати!

Ви вклонились, мільйони?
Чи відчули Бога світ?
Сповніть милістю серця
І чиніть його закон! Браття!

Браття! Господа шукай,
Під зірковим небосхилом
Шукай нашого Творця.

Солісти та хор 
Слава, гарна іскро Божа!

Все, що строго ділить мода,
В’яжеш ти одним вузлом,
Розцвітає згода братня
Під благим твоїм крилом.

Xор
Обнімітесь, мільйони,
Поцілуйтесь, мов брати!
Немов браття! Браття! 
Під зірковим небосхилом 
Творця нашого шукай.

Слава! 
Слава, гарна іскро Божа,
Несказанно любо нам!
Слава, гарна іскро Божа!
Іскро Божа!


