














 













             Making patterns from natural materials 

Under 5s 

You will need: range of natural materials, card & some sticky tape   

In the garden (or from a collection of natural materials you have) set a challenge to collect as 
many small natural items that are different colours (Tip: they have to be as small as a 20p 
piece). 

- Count how many different colours they can find 

- Count how many different green or brown natural materials they can find  

- Stick the natural materials onto a piece of card in a repeating pattern (Tip: start the pattern 
off for your child to complete) eg.   
  
 
 

This activity can be extended using a range of different natural materials which are used to 
create repeating patterns. (Tip: make a pattern & see if your child can match it.) 

 

 

 









Dog rose 
(Rosa canina)

BOTANICAL COLOURING IN
The natural world is full of beautiful shapes, colours, smells and textures. We 
had fun creating these black and white line drawings from plants and flowers 
that we can see around us at this time of the year.  Can you make your own?

There are so many ways to paint a picture. You could copy the illustrators of 
the past who chose accuracy and studied the form and colour in a time when 
photography wasn’t yet that common. Or what about releasing your inner 
kaleidoscope and experimenting with bright and vibrant colours? 
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