


Welcome to your  
Culture Mile Play Pack!
This month’s pack is designed to help you explore and experience 
new adventures. What would life be like as a pirate? Can you 
create a theatre in your living room? From designing brand  
new creatures, to what life might look like in the future – let your 
imagination run wild!

This pack also features activities from partners and artists from 
Walthamstow Garden Party In The Air - a reimagining of East 
London’s biggest community-powered festival. Get creative at 
home and channel the spirit of the festival through a range of  
free activities, workshops, performances and radio programmes 
that you can discover at www.walthamstowgardenparty.com

We’d love to know what you think of your Play Pack! You can  
get in touch with your pictures and ideas online at info@
culturemile.london, on Instagram & Twitter at @CultureMileLDN  
or #culturemile. And don’t forget to subscribe to our newsletter  
to stay in touch! 

We have also included a feedback postcard for you to send  
back to us – we hope to make more of these packs and if you  
have ideas, we’d love to include them. You can also share your 
thoughts over the phone by calling 07783171940.

This pack includes contributions from:
Anorak Magazine, Bank of England Museum, Barbican Guildhall 
Creative Learning, Bittersuite Experiences, City of London Open 
Spaces, Fantastic for Families, Florencia Nannetti & Julia Vita, 
Guildhall Art Gallery & London’s Roman Amphitheatre, Hunt & 
Darton, Kirsty Amy Anne, Louise Weir, M-SET, Museum of London, 
Museum of the Order of St John, Rezia Wahid MBE, Rosie Fuller, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, Suntrap Forest Centre, The Rig, UP Projects, 
Waltham Forest Adult Learning Service













Make a 
Collage 
Mandala

Find some old magazines or flyers in 
the recycling. Choose some colours 
you like and cut them out into 
different shapes. Arrange them on the 
floor to make a pattern – or stick 
them onto paper to make a rainbow! 







Drawing the Future
The Bank of England is one of the most secure buildings in the world  
(we are home to over 400,000 bars of gold after all). But one day we  
may need a new building to house us. And that’s where you come in!

    boemuseum 

www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum 

Your imagination is the limit!

Design your masterpiece using the template on the back of this 
sheet.

Have fun!

We need you to design a new building that we can use in the future. 

 What is the building’s shape 
and size? 

 What materials will you 
use so that the building can 
withstand extreme weather?

 How will people get in  
and out? 

 Will there be lots of security 
cameras? 

 How can we keep our gold safe? 

Here are a few pointers to get you thinking: 











                      Create a Character 
 

 

Ages 4-9 
 

Create a character for a story. Depending on age, children may create a new or existing character for a 

well-known story or a new story of their own. 

 

You will need:  

variety of natural materials or clay and scraps from around the house 

 

Starter activity:  

Younger children - read a familiar story and discuss their favourite character. 

Older children – discuss different story characters and what features they like about them. 

 

Main activity: 

Use natural materials, clay, or junk modelling to make the character. For example, tie sticks together to 

make ‘stick man’, decorate an old sock or egg box as a ‘very hungry caterpillar’. Better still, let children use 

their imagination e.g. sticking twigs and leaves into clay or mud to make a new character. 

Discuss what the character is like. Describe its body parts, how it looks, how it moves and its personality. 

 

Bonus activities:  

Make a miniature scene or use the outdoor environment as a play space to tell the story. Let children free 

play as they develop their ideas.  

Once children have created a story with their character, you could film it and share their movie with 

friends.  
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Prompt Poems 
A quick and fun way to get started writing your own poems! 

If you get stuck, have a look at the examples beneath each task to help you 

 
You’ll need: 

• A piece of paper (any kind will do) 

• A pen or pencil 

• An object that’s special or interesting to you – a favourite toy, a piece of clothing, a book – anything 

you like 

 

What to do: 

1. Look at your object for about a minute – what colours can you see? How might it feel? What sounds 

might it make? What might it smell like? 

2. Write down as many ways to describe your object as possible, thinking about how it looks, feels, 

sounds and smells. You can be as imaginative as you like here…  

 

Example:  

Object – house plant 

Looks – dark green, zig-zag stripes, leaves, pink petals, stem, roots 

Feels – smooth, spikey, cool, delicate, dry 

Sounds – rustling leaves, creaking, snapping, sighing gently, crunch 

Smells – fresh air, soil, rain 

 

3. Next, write a poem that includes all of the words from your list. You can use them in any order and 

more than once – play around and see what happens. Your poem can be long, short, rhyming or not 

rhyming – it’s completely up to you! 

 

Example: 

House Plant Poem 

Under the earth the roots are creaking 

They crunch and twist in the dark soil towards the smell of rain 

The spikey stem reaches up to the sunlight 

The leaves are smooth and dry with dark green, zig-zag stripes 

They are rustling in the cool, fresh air 

The delicate flowers are smiling 

Pretty pink petals sighing gently 

 

We hope you enjoyed writing your poem. If you’d like to try more here are some other ideas for poetry-

writing inspiration 

 

• Write another poem using a different object this time round 

• Instead of choosing an object to look at, you could start by listening to your favourite song or 

watching a film and write poems about these things instead 

• Or think of a person in your life who is important to you – it could be someone in your family, a friend 

or a person you look up to. Write a poem about them 

• You could even have a go at reading your poems to someone…        

 

Remember: You really can write about anything you like – the possibilities are endless! 

 




